Samples of topics for letter to LA City Department of Planning
Please go to websites:  www.SaveLARiverOpenSpace.org and/or www.StudioCityResidents.org for updates and call to action notices.

Instructions:

· This is for you to edit and provide your personal objections.

· Please copy Councilmember Paul Krekorian at:  Councilmember.Krekorian@lacity.org

Date:__________
Adam Villani

City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning

6262 Van Nuys Blvd., Room 351

Van Nuys, CA 91401

Fax: (818) 374-5070

E-mail:  adam.villani@lacity.org

RE:  
Studio City Senior Living Center 


4141 Whitsett Ave, Studio City, CA 91604


ENV-2001-1196 EIR


State Clearinghouse No. 2002031028

Dear Mr. Villani,

The proposed Studio City Senior Living Center Development would result in tremendous and damaging impacts to the San Fernando Valley region and to the surrounding. I am writing to oppose issues raised in the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the proposed Studio City Senior Living Center and to object to the approval of the project as proposed. 

 
I support Alternative D:  Alternative D would protect the site’s current use of the Tennis Courts, Golf Driving Range, and Putting Green, while capturing surface water runoff from 200 acres of the surrounding area, clean it and return it to the LA River and the San Fernando aquifer.  Alternative D would create a Natural Park for education and recreation and would include a riparian habitat.  The EIR must take into account the value of the site’s location on the Los Angeles River and its role as a key trail connector and public access point for the Los Angeles River Greenway.

I am opposed to:

1.  Up zoning property in the Sherman Oaks-Studio City-Toluca Lake Community Plan.  


The Community Plan was implemented after several years of input from the communities and took into consideration for future growth.  Any zone changes to the Community Plan would be detrimental to the scope and intent of the Plan and most especially an up zone from Recreational Open Space to Residential.  


(Add personal knowledge of recreational use of the tennis courts)
2.  Traffic flow south along Whitsett


The sole access to proposed Project for the residents of the 200 senior condominium units is Valleyheart Drive via Whitsett Avenue.  In addition to being the sole access for the new residential units, the immediately adjacent Fire station 76 also relies on this access route onto Whitsett.   Fire engines and seniors exiting within 100 feet of each other is not sound planning and could result in hazardous traffic conditions.

Also clustered within 200 yards of the exit from the Senior Living Center onto Whitsett Avenue are eleven streets and driveways that also feed onto Whitsett Avenue.  There is no traffic light at the 9 of these access points.


Existing traffic conditions are highly congested.  The additional traffic from this project worsen the existing traffic problems and create a potential traffic hazard.. 


(Add personal experiences of traffic – i.e. every morning around - o’clock-  traffic backs up or traffic jams occur, or if there are any traffic hazards/frequent accidents in this location.  If you have photos, that can be helpful.)

3.  Height variance requested:


 The Community Plan was implemented after several years of input from the communities and took into consideration for future growth.  Already some developers have obtained variances to the Plan height limit of 30 feet but this is not a valid reason to undermine the clear directive of the Community Plan in place.  The project would adversely change the visual character of the area.  Additionally, allowing six 45 foot tall buildings to be clustered along Whitsett Avenue would be the catalyst for more requests to deviate from the  supported Community Plan.

(Add personal observations about aesthetic changes to the area)
4.  Permanent loss of rare, irreplaceable open space.


Effect of loss of open space, as designated in the Community Plan, on residents of the San Fernando Valley given the existing lack of open space in the region.  It is also used by many bird species.

(Any personal observations of birds or other wildlife on the site—photos are helpful.)
5. Los Angeles River:


The importance of the project site is its recreational opportunities, its strategic location on the Los Angeles River, its Large financial investments made at all levels of government and years of planning that have gone into efforts to revitalize the Los Angeles River and lands adjacent to it. This proposed Project could set back much of the hard work that already has been expended on the Los Angeles River Greenway.


 Loss of the last remaining opportunity for a riverfront park on the LA River between Canoga Park and downtown Los Angeles, and impact on the regional efforts to create the LA River Greenway 


(Add biking element along the river with the Natural Park – Alternative D – a destination stop for bikers, personal observations regarding cycling in this area and the benefits of Alternative D for cyclists.)
6.  Demolition of the 16 Tennis Courts: 


The Tennis facilities are home to the teams from several high schools and tennis leagues.  Because of the number of courts and the unique ability to “block-book” these excellent courts, they are the site of numerous regional tournaments, tennis camps for children, and other important programs.  The Southern California Tennis Association considers this an important regional resource.


(add your children’s use of theses courts, your use of these courts, your school’s use of these courts or other personal experiences)
7.  Personal experience with flooding in the area, (photos are helpful)
8. This site is one of the few remaining open space area in the San Fernando Valley.  This site is critical as a key connection in the regional network of parks, trails and natural lands that comprises the 51 mile Los Angeles River Greenway.  Allowing upzoning from A1-1XL to R3-1 would break a 40 year covenant to preserve the entire 16-acre site as recreational open space and designated on the General Plan and agreed to by the owners of the property. There is no mitigation measure that would preserve the sites value as one of the few remaining open space areas in the San Fernando Valley or its value as the last remaining unprotected undeveloped open space along the Los Angeles River.

Thank you.
Sincerely,

Signature

Name 
Address

Phone number 

e-mail address

